
GENERAl 

TO: Unified Command : via PSC POSITION: FOSC,.EPA- OSC, SOSC, LOSC, RPIC 

FROM: Mike Connell POSITION: EUL 

SUBJECT: Amending Section 5 Monitoring Plan/ DATE: 01/25/2017 06:30 CST 

Forecasters said the weekend storm was the strongest in several years. It caused widespread flooding in Santa Barbara 
County after several hours of sustained, pouring rain. See attached rainfall tables. 

In the light of the current rainfall events, Unified Command intends to amend the existing Refugio Incident 
Response Cliff Face Area {Section 5) Monitoring Plan (Monitoring Plan) to include some additional monitoring as a result of 
his multi-day storm. 

his amendment would include four (4) daily inspections of the Section 5 Cliff Face and Section 4 Culvert System from 
aturday January 21 through Tuesday January 24. These inspections would be completed 3 times a day to measure rainfall 

at the site, document the stability of the cliff face and culvert system, and to activate emergency responders should a 
catastrophic failure occur at the two structures and oil was released during this prolonged rainfall event. For this reason, an 
OSRO rated clean-up crew would be placed on stand-by during this time period. 

In addition, the Unified Command directs the Environmental Unit Leader to conduct one {1) additional monitoring event 
following this "historic" multi-day storm event. This additional event would document the condition of the cliff face and 
culvert system following a "historic" rainfall in the area. This survey would be consistent with the surveys that have been 
completed in the past under the Section 5 
Monitoring Plan. 
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TO: Unified Command : via PSC FOSC, EPA OSC, SOSC, LOSC, RPIC 

FROM: Mike Connell EUL 

SUBJECT: Amending Section 5 Monitoring Plan/ 06:30 CST 

Forecasters said the weekend storm was the strongest in several years. It caused widespread flooding in Santa Barbara 
County after several hours of sustained, pouring rain. See attached rainfall tables. 

In the light of the current rainfall events, Unified Command intends to amend the existing Refugio Incident 
Response Cliff Face Area (Section 5) Monitoring Plan (Monitoring Plan) to include some additional monitoring as a result of 
this multi-day storm. 

his amendment would include four (4) daily inspections of the Section 5 Cliff Face and Section 4 Culvert System from 
aturday January 21 through Tuesday January 24. These inspections would be completed 3 times a day to measure rainfall 

at the site, document the stability of the cliff face and culvert system, and to activate emergency responders should a 
catastrophic failure occur at the two structures and oil was released during this prolonged rainfall event. For this reason, an 
OSRO rated clean-up crew would be placed on stand-by during this time period. 

In addition, In addition, the Unified Command directs the Environmental Unit Leader to conduct one (1) additional 
monitoring event following this "historic" multi-day storm event. This additional event would document the condition of the 
cliff face and culvert system following a "historic" rainfall in the area. This survey would be consistent with the surveys that 
have been completed in the past under the Section 5 
Monitoring Plan. 
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TO: Unified Command : via PSC POSITION: FOSC, EPA- OSC, SOSC, LOSC, RPIC 

FROM: Mike Connell POSITION: EUL 

SUBJECT: DATE: 01/25/2017 06:30 CST 

Forecasters said the weekend storm was the strongest in several years. It caused widespread flooding in Santa Barbara 
County after several hours of sustained, pouring rain. See attached rainfall tables. 

In the light of the current rainfall events, Unified Command requests to amend the existing Refugio Incident 
Response Cliff Face Area (Section 5) Monitoring Plan (Monitoring Plan) to include some additional monitoring as a result of 
this significant storm. 

his amendment would include four {4) daily inspections of the Section 5 Cliff Face and Section 4 System from 
aturday January 21 through January 24. These inspections would be completed3 times a day to measure rainfall 

at the site, document the stability of the cliff face and culvert system, and to activate emergency responders should a 
catastrophic failure occur at the two structures and oil was released during this prolonged rainfall event. For this reason, an 
OSRO rated clean-up crew would be on stand-by during this time period. 

In addition, we would like to add and conduct one (1) additional monitoring event following this "historic" multi-day storm 
event. This additional event would document the condition of the cliff face and culvert system following a "historic" rainfall 
in the area. This survey would be consistent with the surveys that have been completed in the past under the Section 5 

Monitoring Plan. 
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GENERAL MESSAGE 

TO: Unified Command via PSC POSITION: FOSC, EPA, SOSC, LOSC, RPIC 

FROM: Dan Dewell POSITION: PIO 

SUBJECT: Revised Statement for the Web Site DATE: 02/21/2017 TIME: 1330 

MESSAGE: 

Unified Command for Refugio Beach oil 

The Unified Command formed to coordinate the cleanup ofthe 2015 Refugio Beach oil spill was officially disestablished March 02, 
2017 the completion of monitoring of spill affected areas. The monitoring program site visits did not discover any new areas affected by 
oil spilled from Plains Pipeline 901. 

The Unified Command structure, which involves federal, state, and local agencies as well as the responsible party, is used for most oil response 
lnr•Pnltirm< under the National Oil and Hazardous Materials Response Plan. Information about the Beach oil spill 
and contact information for UC and are available on this website, The U.S. Coast Guard, 

ofFish and Wildlife and Santa Barbara after actions reports that detail the response's actions, lessons learned and 

1'-f'l"'"u''•' about cleanup 
Federal On-Scene Coordinators 

may be directed to: 

• U.S. Coast Guard, Sector Los""'"'"''"'''"~· Phone: 310-521-4260 

" Environmental Protection Agency. Phone 415-947-8120 

State of California On-Scene Coordinator 

" Dept. ofFish and Wildlife, Office of Oil Prevention and Response. Phone 916-322-1683. 

Local On-Scene Coordinator 

" County of Santa Barbara. Phone 805-681-5526. 

1""~1-''""'~'u'" Party 

Phone 866-809-1290. 

Beach oil response was concerned with co•ordlimttinlg 
'""''"H"'"~ '"'""''""t"rl on the Unified Command may be involved in other matters related to the oil such as natural resource 

assessments, or environmental studies, the Unified Command itself is not involved with these activities. Please contact 
involved in such matters for information and about them. 

The Los Beach (LA-LB) Area Committee is a permanent group that consists from federal, state, and local 
governments who are for an Area Plan that outlines the strategy for a coordinated response to a of oil 
or a release of hazardous substances. academia, groups, and other non-government have input to the process at 
the subcommittee leveL The LA-LB Area Committee will continue to lessons learned from the 2015 Beach oil in to the 
LA-LB Area Plan, which can be found at are 
interested in in the Area Committee, 
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GENERALMESSI\GE 

10: Unified Command via the Planning S:ction Chief POSllON: FOS:::, ::OS:::, LOS:::, RPIC, s:>AOS::: 

FROM: Mike Connell POSllON: BJL 

S.JBJECT: S:ction 5 Monitoring Completed DATE: 03/02/2017 11ME 1100hours 

MEffiA.GE 

As stated in the UC approved plan," Monitoring of S:ction 5 will not be considered complete until an inspection is 
completed following a significant rain event within the one year monthly monitoring period, monthly monitoring will be 
suspended at the end of a year and the team will visit the site following thissignificant rain event. If no oilorgeologic 
instability is observed at the end of the period, monitoring will be considered complete". 

As indicated by the final inspection documentation, we have met the 3.5 inches or more of rain in a 24 hour period with no 
re-oiling orgeologic instability. In addition, no issuesorfollow up actionswere recommended by the CountyorSantec 
(see Monitoring form prepared on 02/24/17 by County and Santee). Based on the conditions of the Section 5 Monitoring 
Plan, all requirements have been met, and monitoring of Section 5 is complete. 
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